“As if everyone had been waiting for it”
“Geri Reig” is Der Plan’s debut album, but not their first release. An EP, recorded with the aid of an Electric Memo dictation machine in Frank Bielmeier’s cellar (Frank was editor of Germany’s first punk fanzine “The Ostrich”) preceded “Geri Reig”. Good name for a band, come to think of it, Electric Memo. A thought which also occurred to the future Plan. And they did indeed play around with the idea of calling their band thus. Is it correct to use the term “band” when talking about such an avant-garde, visionary group? “Project”? Doesn’t quite fit either. Sounds like a mix of hippy and bureaucracy. Difficult, difficult. Ultimately, “Weltaufstandsplan” was given the nod, later shortened to the near iconic “Der Plan”. Why “Der Plan” actually? “A concept which has something to do with the capacity of people to think and shape their future” as Plan member Moritz Reichelt, alias Moritz Rrr, once explained.

And Geri Reig? What is that all about and how do you even pronounce it? “English or German, it doesn’t matter”, says Reichelt. He brought the expression back from a trip to the USA. Derived from nautical jargon, it means “improvise”, more or less. If, for example, in the days of sailing ships, a mast splintered into smithereens with a bloodcurdling crash, the sailors had to demonstrate resourcefulness. No mast, no way forward. The shipmates did not hang around: they gathered together remnants of wood and pieced together a new mast with twine and tape, or whatever else they could find in the caboose. Nothing else for it! And then there was a fine “Geri Reig”. The expression found its way into the world of craftsmen … and into the world of music.

Back to that first record, not as yet reissued
. Der Plan at that time comprised Moritz Reichelt, Frank Fenstermacher, Robert Görl and Chrislo Haas
. Their music was menacing, fragmented noise rock, still with guitar and drums, but far removed from the typical (rock) music of the period.

When Görl and Haas departed, guitars and drums also disappeared from Der Plan. New on the team: Kurt Dahlke alias Pyrolator. This was the line-up which recorded “Geri Reig” in Reichelt’s Düsseldorf office with a two-channel tape machine. “Geri Reig” is a punk album in the truest and best sense. New, threatening and, at the same time, humorous. Whilst other bands of the era stamped with the seal of “punk”  played a faster and harder version of 1950s rock and roll or 1960s garage rock, Der Plan, like a handful of contemporaries such as The Residents or Throbbing Gristle, not only rejected traditional song structures but jettisoned the whole instrument list. That’s punk for you!

Allied to a deep aversion to rock music and the cliché that goes with it, was the wish to create something of their own. And “Geri Reig” is certainly idiosyncratic: fragments and songs, raspy and fragile, melodies and interference, ambient sounds up front in the mix. Fine in theory and – rare though it may be – excellent in practice. And it just gets better: the album was well received. Moritz Rrr.: “As if everyone had been waiting for it.” – “The world is a bad place”
? Not always!
�	 “The single does not need to be rereleased, if you ask me”, Moritz Rrr on the telephone


�	 cf. “Ein Produkt der Deutsch-Amerikanischen Freundschaft”, Bureau B, cat. No.. 101


�	 cf. track 15





