Golden Years
What great times they must have been, the late 1970s, early 1980s. Musically, at any rate. It is generally agreed that the years from, let us say 1970 to 1975 did not necessarily qualify as the most pleasant period in pop music history, although some smart alec (or more rarely, smart alice) will counter with “Phillysoul”, “Kraftwerk”
 or “Stiff Records”. Yes we know, it was all marvellous, no two ways about it. But if you scour a rubbish tip for long enough, you may well unearth some gold or platinum or similarly shiny finery amidst the dirt. 

Be that as it may: the world of music was downtrodden and contemptuous. Gruesome tyrants held it in their sway, in the Federal Republic of Germany at least, champions of Blues Rock, Prog Rock, Liedermacherei or virtuosity. But, as once before in recent German history, the USA and the UK came to the rescue, this time answering to the name of “Punk”. And the great thing was, record companies were caught unawares. Punk was a closed book to the old squares and hippies in the employ of corporations. How irritated they must have been to see this cash cow pass them by. But to get back to the point, ah yes: 

They must have been great times. One of those rare moments when the zeitgeist played into the right hands. And who held the aces? In our game, Moritz R®, Frank Fenstermacher and Pyrolator = Der Plan. Tired of convention and full of enthusiasm, they encountered an audience who felt just the same
. And with record companies too ponderous to sign up Der Plan, the wonderful Ata Tak label was born of necessity. Bureau B pays tribute with this series of reissues.

“Normalette Surprise” is the second album by Der Plan, released in 1981, a good year after their “Geri Reig” debut. It is immediately recognisable as a Plan album, yet “Normalette Surprise” does contain a few, well, surprises. The first number, “Leb Doch”, is a brilliant pop song. One can say many (good) things about “Geri Reig”, but it does not contain any pop songs. “Leb Doch” is built on a captivatingly taut rhythm, subcooled vocals and German lyrics. Hang on a minute, taut rhythm, subcooled vocals, German lyrics? Yes exactly, Der Plan drew up the blueprint for what would soon become known as “Neue Deutsche Welle” – the German New Wave. Although blueprint sounds a little too benign. It was more like a big bang.

Moreover, there was something new about it. Or rather something old. Bizarrely, Der Plan were introduced by their American artist friends, including the controversial elocutionist Boyd Rice, into the amazing world of the German Schlager. A colourful universe of the absurd awaited exploration. “Kleine Schlager Revue” and “Sie hat mich verlassen” are the clearest indications of this newfound passion on “Normalette Surprise”.

Hence “Normalette Surprise” presents the full range of attributes which would define Der Plan and the Ata Tak label: electronics and Schlager, noise and pop. And Der Plan’s protagonists succeeded – unlike so many – in their mission of creating something original, something of their own. 
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 Apropos Kraftwerk. Moritz R® claims to have been unware of the output of the famed Düsseldorf electro lords at the time.

 Were audiences really so open-minded? Or does memory add a certain golden sheen? In his biography “Der Plan - Glanz und Elend der Neuen Deutschen Welle” Moritz R. notes: “In those days you could have a fan club just for leaving the house and yelling.”
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